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2CORINTHIANS HI 6. 


Who alſo hath made- us able Miniſters of the 
New-Teſtament. ; not of the Letter, but of + 
the Spurit ; for the Letter killeth, bat the 

- Spirit giveth Life. : 

F: 


Þ $008 X&SHE. office of a miniſter of Chriſt, as*; 
SOC) It 1. a moſt weighty, ſoit is as trying; 1 
NN T% > 4 lot as any that mortals. were ever.;; 
KS employed io. They are made "I 
NNN ſpectacle unto the world, to angels; 
BVYYV Þ and.co men : All eyes are uponZ 
them, and if they are faithful they will be hated-* 
and envied by many. Thus iFhas been-in all ages.;, 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, though one. of:: 
the moſt faithful and exemplary, men -that ever®) -. 
lived, was traduced in the famous church of , 
Corinth, as a whiffling and inconſiſtent! perſon, not% 

to: be regarded ; and thovgh rational beings muſt-; -Þ 
ever allow, that 'a wiſe man may alter his pur 
for good reaſons, yet the. apoſile's doing fo, and: 
not coming to them «s he had propoſed, is we 
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6 Evangelical Miniſters deſcribed, 
hold of to ſupport theſe flanders. Their evil in fo 
doing is plainly expoſed in the firſt chapter of this 
epiltle z where we may 'alſo note, that the abſur- 
city and wickedneſs that-many praftiſe to this day, 
of conneCting, the goſpel itſelf with the charatter of 
ic's preachers, is as-old as the apoſtles: time' ; for, 
becauſe Paul had acquainted them with his deſign of 
yitting them, but had not done it, deceitful men 
not only infinuared that he was a falſe man, but = 
his preaching was ſo too ; yee and nay, inconlift- 
ency and, nonſenſe not to be regarded, as if the 
weakneſs or iniquity. of men ,were any argument 
againſt che trurh 'of God ! © This condu@ is a glar- 
ing proof of what all men are naturally mclincd to 
deny, namely, that they are rebels againſt heaven ; 
for it is a maxim with ſubje&ts, * That their King 
* can do no wrong ;z* thereby imputiag the evils 
thar are done, to his miniſters and ſervants : Whereas 
iv the caſe before vs} the KING of heaven is blaf- 
phemed, his goſpel:and his ſervice lighted, under 
rke covert of the hy pocrify of others. And all thoſe 
who can make the weakneſs or evils of teachers or 
profeſſors an excuſe for their own *neglect of 'reti- 
gion! afe in fame meaſure guilty of this madnels ; 
tor let men beever'ſo imperfetor falſe, Chriſt” and 
his goſpel is: eternal eruth'; therefore all chofe that 
do not receive the fame, implicitly fay, * We mill 
** riot have this mais to'reign overyus.” ta 


: As therecurring tothe evils of others to-excuſe our 
own: neglect, is-a talſe' way, ſo" it ; ofren Yappens 
with tholc who go thereinz; that what they-alledge 
againſt others isNot true ;- Whith/ was the cafe here's 
And after ajuſt vinication ef che apoſtle 'and his 

M0 Companion, 


\ 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts, _ 


companion,: he begins this chapter with aſking the: 
Coriathians,, if, there, was.any, need of epiſtles at * 
commendation /to or. from- that church-in their: be-*; 
half, fince the ſaving effefts of their miniſtry re 
mained in indelible characters, written in theig/ 
hearts by the* Spirit of the living God ? Where: 
teachers are not known, they need epiſtles of com-+ 

mendation to introduce them z which 1s an apoſto=:' 
lic cuſtom, and-which many in our day have not ſuffi=' 

ciently regarded, Atts 18. 27. But when perſons* 

have experienced the ſaving power of their preach? 
ing, that: gives a greater confirmation of their divine; 
miſſion, than human © letters can do. However,/.. 
though the apoſtle improves this evidence to filence;; 
gainlayers, - he would not have think /that'. 
they. had any ſufficiency in themſelves for this work z *. 
no,; not ſo.much as to ihinkt any thing as of thems- : 
ſelves : Not to. regulate their thoughts, or form!” 
any juſt concluſions. But fays he, All our ſuffie'1 
ciency is of God, who alſs hath made us able.” 
miniſters of the New teſtament, not of the letter but. 
of the ſpirit ; for the letter killeth, but the ſpirit & 
giveth life, In which words you naturally obſerve, : 
who. it is that makey goſpel miniſters, the ſubject!x 

of . their, miniſtry,; and 'the effe&t of it : Each of!;, 

which I ſhall eadeavour- briefly to. explain and: 

improve oa this occation, as aſſiſtance 'may be: 


granted. we b | 


I.. You obſerve, it.is God that makes. able wioi& 
ſters., This perhaps.none will deny, z but the.grand, ; * 
MOM: is, How. he does it 2. I . anſwer, Firſt, he: Q 

it by making them. new. cr 88, --. This. is... 


geo, to (om yery nature of tes works, and 
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8 Evangelical Miniſters deſcribed,” 


ſo plainly revealed in the ſcripture, that if it were” 
not for the prejudices of education and carnal 
mrereſt, ir would be needleſs to ſtand co prove 
it. For, ; | 


1. A principal part of their work is to labour 


| kocreconcile ſinners. to Gd z and to imagine” any 


one to be fit for that work, who is not truly re- 
conciled himſelf, s-one-of the firft-born of abfur- 
dines. - | All know that-the more gifted or crafty 
an enemy - 1s, the-more : he is -to be avoided and 
guarded againſt,” inſtead of | being entruſted with 
que moſt weighty affairs : ' And what is it -ſhort of 
blaſphemy, to- pretend that the moſt High will do 
ſo! Our apoſtle ſays, ©* All things are, of God, 
* who: hath: reconciled +45 unto ' himfelf by Jeſus 
+ Chriſt, -and-hath given: io. us the; miniſtry "of re- 
«* conciliation, chap. 5.18. This is God's order ; 
he firſt reconcikes the perſon, makes him a! new 
creature, as in the;preceding verſe, and then gives. 
him the miniſtry of-reconciliation. 


2. The nature of their work is ſpiritual, and 


how can carnal men perform it ? Our Lord affured 


2 maſter in Tfrael that, **Except-'a man be bern 
* apain, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God :” And 
if he 'cannot ſee itz how (can he aft in it as he 
ought ? The natural man recerveth not, neither 
can he &norv the things of the. Spirit of God, and 
for this reaſon, becavſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
ed, 1 Cor. +2. 14. | Reaſon will teach us that, 
«*« Simple ideas are only ro be got by thoſe im- 
« preſſions objets themſelves make on our minds, 


6 2 by the proper inlets appointed to each ſort 3 _ 
*of | 


* bh. ac 


16. 13, 14. The vail remiins on mens hearts ut 
ft, ace to behold the divine glory, whereby” they F P. 


4, tae 
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« if they are not- received this way, all the word; 

4;n the world,” made uſe of to define, or explais_ 
«* any of their names, will never be able to produces 
« ir} us the idea; it ſands for,” As for inſtance, 
the true idea of light and colours cannot be hit 
but by perceiving-them with our ſight z withoks 
which an ingenious blind man could get no. neatsf 
the idea of /car/es, than that ** It was like che foun 
« of a trumpet.” * And revelation informs ud 
that the way by which the ſpirit of truth guides hi 

people into all truth, is by receiving of the things 
of Chriſt, and ſewing the ſantie unto them, Jolt: 


- 


til the ſpirit takes it'away, and gives ther with ot 


changed into the ſame image, context ver. 14—18, 

Miniſters are to comfort others by the ' comfort. 
wherewith they themſelves are comforted of Goa 
2 Cor. 1. 4. _ They are to lead others in a'w#: 
they are acquainted with, and ought to be able & 
lay, We ſpeak that we know, and teftify that 
have ſeen, Experimental knowledge is fo neceffar# 
that even our great high Prieſt MN + 
were a ſon, yet learned he obedience by neg 
that he ſuffered; and being tempted, he was able ©; 
ſuccour them that are fempred. T would ilſuftrats 
this point by a familiar inftance : We are "not fat 
from Cape-Cod, which is well known \to ben dan+ 
gerous coaſt for ſeamen, ſo that it is an effabliſhet. 
cuſtom for all' that go round it to take a pilos; 
Now ſuppoſe a man of good ſenſe; who 'had fee: 


exact charts of every point; rock or quick-fant 


on the coaſt, and had all ths intelligence that book# 


- 
” w 


* Locxr's effay on waderitanding. 6. 3. chap. 7% S. | MV 
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6r men could give him about them, yet had never 
ſeen them_ himſelf ; who will venture” round "the 
with fuch a pilot ? Don't each” one rather 


Cape 
af ia to the old maxim, that, nothing teaches like 


experience ? Yet in the caſe before us many are "fo 
far from allowing it, that we have maſters in our 


Ifracl, who would take it as an affront to be aſked, 


whether they "had experienced the new- birth or 


not ? 

. No man can a& from any bigher principle than 
Fall, until be_is bora from above ; yet as ſurely as 
| Chriſt ſpeaks truce, ne man £can_ be his Ciſciple, 
(how much leſs his. miniſter ?) except be deny 
himſelf, and take up_his croſs and follow Chriſt. 
Men may, and often do, deny one luſt to” gratify 
another ; may croſs luxury.to gratify covetouſneſs, 

or croſs covetouſneſs to indulge luxury or ambition : 
Yea, may in ſome ſenſe croſs all theſe to eſtabliſh 
felf-righteouſoeſs ; yet ſti:] they get no higher than 
{lf z they do not deny ſelf, therefore ſuch _cannot 
be fic to be Chriſt's miniſters ; for his miniſters 
Me not themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and themſelves the church's ſervants for Jeſus lake. 
And the way they. are brought to this is, God who 


commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, bath 
ſhined in their hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of his glory. This, and this only can and doth 
give them to att from, more noble _ principles, than 
ſelf- and ſelf- righteouſneſs ; It enables them to 
preach by faith, and in their condu to look to things 


 wnſcen, which are eternal, 2Cor. 4.5,6.13.18. Hence, 


4 Allallow the miniſters work to be very great and 


difficult, in which they have ſpecial need of divirie 
PIE help ; 


help 3 and to thoſe whom Chriſt ſends, he ſays, Zo, 4- 
«3 With you ; and they are to be ſtrong in the grace 


«nd diſtinguiſhed from  Legakiſti. 14: 


_ 


that is in him» : But how can that be without union =1 


with him, even as the- branch has with. the vine-? 
Without whicl he aſſures us that we can do nothing 3 
and the words before our text tell us that a7 our 
ſufficiency is of God, How far he may gird thole 
who know him not for particular purpoles, | leave ;/ 
but how can any ſoul plead for promiſed afliſtance 
without faith, for how jball they call on bim in whom 
they have not believed ? Rom. 10. 14. 


Therefore ſince men _ muſt be reconciled them- 
ſelves, before they can heartily ſeek for ochers re» 


conciliation to G94 ; fince | it is neceſſary to be ſpi- 


ricually taughe in orcs to teach others ſpiritual 
things, and to be ſupernaturally enlightned in order 
to att above ſelf, and to have acquaintance with 


and a truſt in Chriſt, in order to plead his promiſed 


aſſiſtance ; how clear is the evidence that he makes 
men new creatures in order to make them his mt» 


niſters ? If any ſhould alledge Judas againſt this, I 


would only aſk, whether they think his ex- 
ample was for imitation, or for warning ? If they 
think for imitation, then how many #raitors-mult 
we have ? If for warning, then let-us'-take it, and 
beware of ſuch men.” And by the” way I would 
have them remember that Fadas's commiſſion was 
limited to the national church ; the pure goſpel 
commiſſion was given to the eleven, after Judas was 
gone. to. his own place, Mat. 10. 5, 6.-and 28. 16, 
20. If to evade all this any will ſay, we cannot 
know who are 'borr-again and who not. I reply, 


B 2 


mat our Lord has told us, that we ſhall know _ 


SIC... 
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and bow we ſhall know them; Mat. 9.” 15, 16.» 
Lwk. 6. 44, 45-* And if men do not believe him, 
Rill he abides faithful, he cannot deny: himfclt. 


T therefore ' proceed © ro © obſerve, that he makes 
miniſters by giving ſpecial gifts for that work.” 1 


am as far as any man trom ſuppoſing that renewing 


grace, is the only qualification neccHary for a gof 
pel miniſter, * When our Lord aſcended on high he 
gave pifts unto men, among which were gifts for 
Paſters and Teachers, Eph. 4.8, 11. Special gifts 
both to underſtand, 'and to communicate divine 
things tothe jinſtruftion and edification of others ; 
and the command is, As every man bath received 
the gift, even ſo miniſter, &c, Let the gift be re- 
ceived by more public ,or move priyate means, there 
is no limitation as to that, but every man that God 
has. given the gift to, he commands them to, im- 
prove the lame_as good flewards of his manifold 
grace z and by his Spirit. he teaches them _ their 
uty in this reſpe&, as I have more. largely ſhewa 
ellewhere. ® | WE ins <; 


..Once more, God makes able miniſters, by teach» 
ivg and inclining his people to call and fer apart ta 
public office thoſe whom he has prepared theretor. 
As he has commanded each one to improve the 
giits that are given to him, ſo. he has granted © 
his people an unalienable right to judge of fuch mat» 
ters, for miniſters are not lords over their faith, bue 
helpers of their joy 3 and* Paul himſelf ſays, to the 
church of Corinth, 1 ſpeak as ta wiſe men, judge ye 
what 1 fay. _ And another church is commend 
hy their: glorious Head, becauſe: they had tried them, 

® Diſcourſe on an irternaFealt to preach the goſpel, 
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that ſaid they were apoſtles and wete. ow: and . 
found them- hars, Rev. 2. 2. cider | 


There hath been much contention both I 
and lately about the ſucceſſion of miniſters, and. of. 
mifiiſterial authority ; but | think Dr, Owen, in T8 
laſt century, has ſtated this matter to'good purpoſe”: 
Says he, © The office of the miniſtry for Fong 
«nuation of the church- ſtate, and adminiftration'of 
« all ordinances of worſhip onto the end of the world, . 
«js ſufficiently ſecured, (r.) By the law, confti- - 
«xution and appointment, of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
® efecting thar office, and giving” warrants for” # 
© continuance to the conſummation of all thi 
« Mar. 28, 20. Eph: 4. T3. (2: By his cont 
« ance according unto his promife to com 1-2 
« /piritual gifts anto men, for the miniſterial 'edi- + 
« fication of the church. That this he doth ſo _ 
« continve to do, that it is the principal external 
« evidence of his abiding in the diſcharge of has 


4 - 


Fs 


* mediatory office.” *(3.) On the duty & 
« or of the church, which is to chooſe, call, and - 
4 ſolemnly fer apart unto the office of the miniſtry, F | 
«* ſych' as the Lord Chrilt, by bis Spirit, bath — Þ 
meet for it, according unto the os of MY 
«©And thoſe who Plead for” the continyation WM 
« 7ucceſſtve miniſtry, © without \fripe vrro t 

« things, withour reſolving both the authority and 
«© gffice of it unto them, do oſt Ba a dead -F 
* or embrace a dead carcaſe, inftead of the T6 lh 
« and life- giving inſtitutions of Chriſt, 


« away the hving creature, and fer v A ft 
" * with ftraw." . , We come, ; aig 


© Dr. Owrx, on the original of evangelical churches, Þ+ 
104, 165. 
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Mt. 'To conſider the. ſubjet of their. miniſtey, 
which-i in our text is deſcrided both negatively and 
vely. - They are miniſters not of the /e/ter but 
the /p#rit ; and. to explain the letter, the law 
written and engraven in ftones is named, the tenor 
of which i is, If a man do them, be ſhall live in them; 
but curſed is every one that doth them not, Levi. 48: 
5..Gal..3. 10, 12. which is cherefore here called, the 
miniſtration of death, becauſe no man upon earth 
doeth thoſe p precepts, the penalty then is the certain 
conſequence; This. is the letter z but from. the a- 
les mentioning that which is done away, and 
that which is aboliſhed, it appears that the ceremoni- 
al law js alſo included; which, though a ſhadow,of 
things to come z yet the letter of it enjoived 
a multitude of offerings and works to be done by 
that people, enforced with terrible penalties on thoſe 
who did them not. Indeed the whole miniſtry of 
Moſes is intended, which was very glorious, and 
" ſhined with great luſtre in the manner of giving the 
law, and in the many tokens that were given of his 
being taught and owned of God in his miniſtrations ; 
yet when "Meſes was read by the Jews, the vail was 
oO u their hearts, that they could not ftede 
fly look to the end of that which is aboliſhed. 
hey ſtuck in what the letter required of them, 
without beholding the perfect fulfillment both of the 


Whith leads vs to conſider the ſpirit which giveth 
life ; which is here alſo called the new-teftament. 
This cannot mean meerly that, parc of the bible that is 
ſo ealled indiſtinian from the reſt ; for the apoſtles 
e abundant uſe of the old-teſtament in their 


Sify, and drew evangelical inſtruftions from all 
parts 


Y moral and ceremonial law in the great Meſhah : 
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of it 3 and they expreſly declare to us that 
thoſe ſcriptures were all given by divine inſpirations 
for our learning and admonition, on whom the ends 
of ' the world are come, 1 Cor. 10. 14. Roms 156 * 
4-2 Tim. 3. 16,17. It is well-known. that the I 
word teſtament means the ſame as a will, whereby - 7 
a perſon orders his affairs, and diſpoſes of his inter- 7. 
ef as he thinks beſt ; ſo here it plainly means what © 
1s called the new covenant, in diſtintion from the 
old. When the great Creator had formed the world | 
and all thar is therein, he was pleaſed to crown man 
with glory and honor, and 'fet him over the works 
of his hands, and to make known to him his will, 
and the tenor on which he ſhould enjoy his eſtate © 
and happineſs, even perfet obedience to his law and :: ; 
that tranſgreſſion ſhould ſtrip him of life, and all. 
Man finned and ruined himſelf and his poſterity : :;;. 
Therefore ſince the firſt Adam is thus fallen; | all F 
things are put into'the bands of the ſecond Adam, *- 
who is the Lord from heaven ; and who will fab» --. 
due all things unto himſelf, yea will ſwallow-up :;.: 
death in viRtory, Pſa. $8. 5, 6. 1 Cor. 15, 4$5=54: v. 
$ 
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Heb. 2. 75—9. 


Some notice of this great deliverer was-gi ven to } 
our firſt parents ſoon after the fall, under the name 
of the feed of the woman who ſhould bruiſe the _ 
ferpent's head. And he was further promiſed to - 
Abraham; that in his feed all the families of the © 
earth ſhould be blefſed, This new-teſtament way : 


of ſalvation is clearly opened in the goſpel, which 
diſcovers how Chriſt was made of a woman, of A- 

braham's ſeed, and by his obedience. and ſufferings 
in our ſtead, has! procured a perfe& ghrcouſags 
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26 -Prangelical Miniſters deſcribed, 
which”is unto a}l arid upon all them that believe:z 
which"therefore is here called, the minifration- of 
righteouſneſs, ver. g. In contequence of which the 
holy Spirit 48 given to take away the vail from men's 
hearts, and give them with open face as in a plats 
bs Beſiold the- glory of the Lord, whereby they are 

ed into his image. From all which-it appears 
that, "by the New-teftament, and the ſpirit - that 
veth life, is intended the way of juſtification by 
iff*s righteouſneſs, and of regeneratiun and ſanfti- 
| Hedtion 4. the power 'of the holy Ghoſt ; which 
may well be ſaid to give life, as. ths one delivers 
Gam the Jaw-ſentence of death, and the other from 
the power of corruption which is ſpiritual death, and 
enables the foul ro live unto God. This leads us, - 


: TH. To-confider the effect of the goſpel miniſtry. 
[/Theletter:killeth, but the ſpirit -giveth life. The 
lenter/kills when it comes with light and power up- 
on the-mind, by laying. open the corruption and 
contrariety of the heart to God, and fixing the juſt 
ſentence of. death in the conſcience i all the 
hopes they have built on the life of their own hands, 
give up the ghoſt. Thus our apoſtle» ſays, ** Sin 
revived and'l died ; but when the letter had killed 
him, the Spirit of God revealed his Son in him, and 
drew his ſoul to a marriage union to Him who ts 
Yaiſed from 1he dead, that he might ferve.in new- 
neſs of ſpirit, and not in "the oldneſs of the letter, 
| pan 7, 4,10: But where the letter: only is 
Pm preached, it killeth, as it takes life and courage from 

men; becauſe” the” law requires - whar -it gives. no 
ſtrength ro perform, and the foul finks in dejeRtion 
and deſpair; or tries to quit the thoughts ot theſe 
things 
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- whom they received into the miniſtry ? And alſo to. 
- pray for their miniſters more, and to truſt them leſs 


-have _ received... benefit by. any inſtrument, how 


= 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts. 17 


things for fear -thereof ;_ or. elle, ſuppoſing ſuch 
teaching: to be right, people go 0n..in-a round of 
duties with a name to live while they are dead, and - 
the blind lead the bliad, until bath fall into. eter» 
nal death. 
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From hence, my Brethren, we may learn, r. The - 


_ vaſt importance of. the goſpel miniſtry. Nathins 


leſs than the affairs of life and death afe concerned + 
therein ;_ not ſuch a tranſitory one as we have I 
here z no, it is nothing leſs than the eternal life, or LE 
eternal death of precious ſouls. _ If miniſters are'e- =; 
nabled. to be faithful, they may be inſtrumental of y: 
the life of many z of ſaving themſelves, and thoſe _ 
that hear them, 1 Tit. 4- 16. But if otherwiſe, | 
they know not how much miſchief they may do; - | 
how many blind ſouls they may lead to deſtruQion, :: 
nor how many nghteous ones they may make fad: * ' 
O my fathers and brethren in the. miniſtry, how 
Mould theſe things rouſe us' all up ! How ſhould ” Fil 
they move us all to ſearch our hearts and ways, and © 4, 
cauſe each one to exert himſelt in his ſtation, not ; Fe 
counting his life dear unto hicmſelf,- fo that he _ Þ 
finiſh his courſe with joy, and the miaiſtry he has © 
received to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God |. 
And did chriſtians. view theſe things. as they ought, = f 
how. careful would it make them, concerning thoſe * 


Y] 
prone are they to .expeQt the like again without® 
looking to the great, fountaia, of . all - good ? Did:; 

| C —_ 


than many do, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Surely none are of themſclves ; and yet if 4, 
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great tribunal.—This many conceit is too ftrift, and 
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chriſtians more clearly view theſe things' as the 
they would be en to commit _ wa 
and themſelves too moreearneſtiy unto Him who is 
all-in all to his-people. The great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, notwithſtanding all his gifts , and attain» 
ments, ſeemed as if, he could not write one ec» 
piſtle without ſtirring up the ſaints to this duty, ſay- 
« Brethren, pray for us z pray for us that the 
*« word of the Lord may have free courſe and be 
« olorified ; ftriving together with me in your 
Y yan &c. And ſurely there is great encou- 
ragement ſo to do, for when God a in his 
glory to build up Zion, he will regard the prayer 
of the deſtitute, and not deſpite their prayer, Pſa; 
102. 17. 


- 2. Hence ſee the great importance of ever keep- 
ing law and goſpel in their diſtio&t place, fince one 
kills, and the other gives life. The law is guod if 
we uſe it lawfully. 1's proper uſe is to ſhew us 
what we ought to be, and in that light to convince 
us that we are not fuch, for by the law is the 
knowledge of fin ; but if it is made uſe of to teach 
ſouls how to obtain the divine favor, or how to ob- 
tain eternal life, it is then put out of it's proper place. 

T hough we hear many cry out, * what ! muſt we 
© teach finners no duty till they are converted ?* 
yes, by all means z teach them their indiſpenſable 
cliangion to keep the whole law, and that they are 
bound over to anſwer for every neglect of it, at the 


often plead for an abatement of the law, like the un- 


juſt ſteward, who for a hundred would write fifty 


or four ſcore, But what is this abatement ? ls i 
& +... aft like 


wb 5 | ; 
and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts, 19 =: 


like Ezekiel's hearers, to come before God as bis © > 
people; and with their mouth to ſhew much love, while + - 
their heart " goeth after their coveteoulſneſs fa he > - 
ſum of the law is-to love God with all our hearts, and *:* 
our neighbours as: ourſelves z and Jeſus ſaid, This ** 
do and thou fhalt live, But the lawyer, willing to ::: 
juſtify himſelf, left God out of the queſtion and faid, ©: 
Who is my neighbour ? This is a notable abatement *' ; 
indeed ! In trying rebels, for the judge to leave the ..- 
King out of the ” queſtion, sad only try how they XY 
had behaved to each other ! Yet how poorly does 
he make out even in this way ? For by the inſtance ;-- 
of a man that fell among thieves, our Lord ſhews FX; 
that a Samaritan (with whom they would have *: 
no dealings) diſcovered fuch /ove to a proper ob-  - 
je& of compaſſion, as both their Prieſt and Levite *; 
did not, Luk. 10. 29—37. So have I known ſome 
who would quote that ſummary of the divine re- .::. 
quirement in Mica. 6.'8. and evidently riſe” no *: 
+ Higher in their notion” of doing jufily, than juſt #: 
dealing towards men ; as if robbing God of his ©: 
juſt due, which is all the heart, all the ſoul, ſtrength :; ; 
and mind, did not demand fatisfaftion! Yea, and © - 
how often is it now found, that many who profeſs to ; *| 
walk humbly with God in the forms of religion, yer *': 
pay little regarc ro anſwering their /uff engagements =: 
70 _— or to ſhew mercy to thoſe who ttand m #7 


«.\f | 
o 


If we come to a review of this*text, we may ſee *: 
that the Lord had commenced an attign againſt I{- . : 
rael for their ingratitude and diſobedience, and cal- .. - 
led the mountains and hills to be judges of their ſtu- _; 
pid conduc. © They og ſaw they could not ftand «: 

2 the Z: 


20 FEvangelical Miniſters deſeribed, 


the trial, and enquired how they ſhould make'up 
the matter; whether he would nor be pleaſed if they 
brought large offerings, or a multitude of them ? 
And if irrational viftims would not do, whether hu- 
man ones would not pleaſe him ? And they talt of 
offering the fruit of their body for the ſin of their 
foul. The anſwer is, he hath ſhewed thee O man 
what is good, and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, buc to do juſtly ? &c. He had fbrwed them 
in the foregoing chapter, that out of Bethlehem HE 
ſhould come forth that is to be ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
goings forth have been from everlaſting ; and that, 
#his man ſhall be the peace. God requires no more 
than his juſt due, and this God-man, and he only 
can pay it. , He only has opened a way for righ- 
teouſneſs and peace to kits each other in the ſinner's 
ſalvation. 


Some imagine that by letter, the literal meaning 
of ſcripture is intended z and by ſpirir fome myſtt- 
cal meaning that is hid under it ; and from hence 
they call the word, a dead letter ; but how greatly 
do ſuch miſtake the text ? The letter killeth, and 
certainly that which aQtively kills others can'c be a 
dead thing itſelf, The goſpel is as plainly written 
as the law, and our Lord's conſtant method of re- 
pelling ſatan was by what is writien; and when the 
temprter tried to enfnare him in the ſame way, he 
did not depart from it to myſtical meanings, bur 
produced another text which dereted his perverſion 
of that, A great variety of improvements may be 
made of all parts of ſcripture, while one conſiſtent 
meaning runs through the whole ; and thoſe who 
venture to depart from that, know not what delus 
ſions they may run ints, We 


F_l]UJLU DTT 
% 


end diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts. 21; i 


We always need the ſpirit to enlighten our __ 
to underſtand the. ſcriptures, but the rule is the mem 
in the dark as in the hight, and is the ſame in ſelf, 
before we underſtand its uſe, as when we are beſt?! 
ſkilled therein 3 though without the light we can»>. 
not ſee it, and without being taught we cannot'u Fr: 
ic acight ; what the Spirit does, is to give us light: - 
ſkill and firength to uſe it as we ought. I know ity? 
is pleaded, that the ſcriptures know nothing of par-,;. 
ticular f&cions and caſes now, -and that: this want; 
muſt be ſupplied by the Spirit, which therefore they; . 
would have to be'a rule ſuperior to the word.:” 
To which | reply, that the beſt laws of any ſtate's , 
know nothing of the names and particular circum: : 
ſtances of thouſands that are under them 3 yet: 
when thoſe laws are well underſtood, and duly*:: 
applied, they ſerve well to ſettle the various [Cales?;. 
that occur ; or if in ſome caſes they fail, it is bes; | | 
caule human laws are imperfect ; 'but the divine- © 
laws are not ſo: they are perfe?, and therefore are* :/'S 
ſufficient iboroughly to furniſh the man of God untqah; 
all good works. 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And the meek :: 
he wilt guide in judgment, and the meek he will: : 
teach his way z but to pretend that we havea rote: * 
within us that leads us in any reſpe& contrary tax : 
God's written word, diſcovers a temper as contrary. $6 
to true meekneſs, as it would do for a judge to aF* 
lume a power to "diſpenſe with the _ $s laws, or: : 


F. 
to make new ones as the turn ſuited. I: 


XN 
Thoſe holy men that God employed to publiſh-? 

the New-teſtament as well as the old, he = des: 

monſtration to the world of their divine authority. 


{o to do, and confirmed the word with ſigns follows 


S; 


We 


WW 
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ing, Mar, 16. 20. How great then muſt be their 

deluſion, if any imagine that the divine Spirit in 
them will teach them to. judge or at contrary ta 
what he formerly moved holy men to write | Yet 


"If are there not ſome even mn this concourſe of people 


(for 1 mean to oe ny) that profeſs to be fo 
ſpiritual as not externally to regard ſome of the plain 
commands of Chriſt, who at the ſame time depend 
not on a righteouſneſs wrought without them, but 
on- what is wrought within: them ? Burt it we de- 
pend-upon aay inward frame or exerciſes as the 
matter of our Juſtification and acceptance with God, 
we as really build upon the letter as any formaliſt 
in the world ; all the difference lies in the mode of 
doing, z for the letter is do and live, and the doing 
it. requires is love to God and man, and a bchavivr 

able thereto, and who does not know that /ove 
has it's ſcat within ? So that inward doirgs are as 
plainly the letter as any thing; that is outward, and 
to depend upon either of them is diretly contrary 
to believing on Him that juſtifieth the ungodly. 


The law requires a right temper and behavior, 
and ſays, / will if they will, but gives no ſuch 


/ thing z the goſpel reveals Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 


and gives the Spirit to. write the law in our hearts 
with this tenor, 7 will and they ſhall, Cal. 3. io0— 


24+ Heb. 8. 40. In the oldnels of the letter the 


promiſe is always predicated upon ſomething good 
in the creature z but the newnels of the Spirit reſts 
the promiſe intirely upon tze merits of the Savior, 
and: the truth of the promiſer ; and hence ariſes 
that important diſtm&tion, which the apoſtle inſiſts 
{o much vpon, between. debt and grace, wages _ 

4; | gift, 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliftrs., 23 * 


gift, Rom. 4. 4, 5, 19. and 6, 2g. Heb. 11. 164 | 

And here I would obſerve, that many greatly : 

miſtake themſelves about holding to falvation by % 

grace. Becauſe the bleſſings they hope to receive :: 

are of infinitely greater value than their doings, 

therefore they ſuppoſe they hold to grace and 'not 

debc, But could Adam it he had ſtood, or can 

any angel in heaven now, ſuppoſe that there 1s any +: : 

thing like an equal value between their beſt. obedi- -* 

ence and moſt devout ſervice, and eternal life ® ©: 

Surely no. Well then, according to this notions vo 

all the favors beſtowed by the Creator on men or x: 

angels, is all not debt but grace, and the apoſtles long :: - 

talk of a diſtintion between them was all cither :;: 

impertinence or impoſition | But if men would >; 

2 duly conſider, they may know, that by the laws of *:: 

men, where there is a fair promiſe made of a par- : 

; ticular ſum upon a certain condition, if the condition 

is fulfilled, the law will oblige the promiſer to- pay 

the ſum, let it be ever ſo much greater than the 

value of the condition that is performed. Debt is 

to pay what is engaged z and do not all know that 

a gift to the needy and miſerable is quice another 

thing ? And if any ſhould come to beg for help, 

and yet ſhould ſo forget themſelves as to ditate to 

others how much to give, and alfo claim it as their 

right, inſtead of humbly aſking for it as a free fa- 

| vour ; would not men ſoon diſcern the difference ? 

s How much more will not” the ſearcher of hearts 
do it e 
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Perhaps men. blind themſelves ia our day cons 


cerning-this matter, as much under the word faith, ._ 
4 as in any way Whatever. When the word is uled ?: 
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about human affairs, itis as eaſily underſtood as other 
words, but in religion ſcarce any are more contro- 
verted ; and what can be 'the cauſe of it but it's 
being turned from it's proper meaning ? 


Aſent to a report that comes with proper evi- 
dence of its truth,” is'the plain nature of faith, the 
influence the report has vpon us is the eftett or ex- 
erciſe of faith z but it 1s ſuppoſed by muititudes, 
that devils and hypocrites affent to the ſame truths 
the faint does, and therefore that ſomething more 
belongs to the nature of the ſaint's faith than aſſent 
to truth z but I humbly conceive that this is a great 
miſtake. The devils, and ſometimes wicked men, 
believe that there is one God that will - pygniſh fin- 
ners; fo as to make them tremble ; yet there are 
two parts of truth on which our ſaivation turns that 
they never have afſented to : One is, that the con- 

demning ſentence againſt them is juſt 3 the other 
/ is, that God can find in his heart to ſave thoſe who 
have nothing of their own but ſin. The evidence 
of theſe truths ſhine as clear in the ſcriptures, as the 
ſun does in the firmameiit ; but we have ovur 
Lord's own teſtimony 'that, Every one that doth 
evil bateth the. light, neither cometh to the light, 
leſt bis deeds ſhould be reproved : And this is thir 
condemnation, John 3. 19, 20, Yet we have many 
maſters fince Nicodemus's day who will dare to de- 
ny what our Lord here afferts. They allow it to 
be ſo with many, but not with every one ; the na» 
tural conſequence of which 1s, for them to ſuppoſe 
it unjuſt, for thoſe who have ſome good ideas and 
diſpoſitions, not to have a better claim to ſalvation 


than others ; and from hence proceed the exclama- 
tions 


v jon | 


and diſtingniſhed from Legaliſls. 25 


tiofhs we often hear, againſt the doctrine of ſovereign 
as making God unjuſt, a-reſpeter of per- 
ons, &c, Whereas if it were truly believed that 
we are every one condemned by a righteous fen- -- 
tence, there could be no room to complain of ins 
Juſtice if all were executed, nor. to doubt of its be- 
ing intirely'of grace if®any were pardoned. And 
how abſurd is it to imagine that God will pardon 
any one foul till jt comes to own his Juſtice? For 
without that they can never be truly reconciled to 
his government, nor he honored ir. their ſalvation: - 
And if fo, then how abſurd are all thoſe notions (of 
which our world is full) that- finners in general be- 
lieve the goſpel to be true, but that they have a 
great deal to do in order to get its bleſſings applied 
ro them ! For all doings before reconciliation are 
a putting off for the preſent, and if they believed 
they were juſtly condemned, how could they bear 
with delay leſt the door ſhould be ſhut againſt them 
forever. And if they believed that God ſpeaks the 
eruth when he proclaims pardon to. the chief of 
finners, what dutits could they do before they re- 
ceived his teſtimony, and ſet to their ſeal that be is 
true ? | 
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If a man-that is under ſentence of death ſhould 
flip from his confinement, and do ever'fo much 1 © - 
hopes of being again” received as a good ſubjeR, : : 
don't all men know that his doings can never be : 
true obedience to the authority that condemned him, ©: 
till that auchority either- reverſes the ſentence, or ©: : 
grants him a pardon ? And now let us ſee what fort 5. 
of faith thoſe -people have, ' who are not ready to ©: 
"come to Chriſt now, _ lay they are ffriving for .; : 
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it, and hope to obtain it hereafter. Why indeed. 
they believe there is a _— ſentence out againſt 
them, and they tear the ſtand a poor chance 
to come as they are, they hope by and by to 
get ready for a re-hearing, and hope then to make 
it CAE that the Judge was wiſlaken in his ſeq» 

'that though they had been drawn into 
eto very di t yet that they ate 
now fo well diſpoſed, that they owght to be re- 
ceived to mercy Theſe are notable notiens of faith, 
of juſtice, and jd grace | O ſinner, be not deceived ! 
All ſuch attempts will ſucceed no better than the 
wife of Jereboam did, in feigning herſelf to be ano- 
ther perſon, 1 Kings 14. 5—14- 


Thus I think it plainly appears that no unrenew- 
ed ſoul truly believes that God is either juſt or 
gracious, nor ever will by all the power of moral 
ſualion ; nothing can produce this faith but that 
erzating power that in the beginning ſaid, ** Let 
there be &gb7, and there was /zgbt -** Firſt, the light 
of the law which Us all the ſinner's vain hopes ; 
and then the light of the goſpel, which opens the 
true door of hope through Him who has fulfilled 
the law. Our natural attachment to our doings, 
the apoſtle compares to a woman's being wedded 
to an huſband, whoſe authority is binding upon her 
as long as they both live ; and he obſerves that it 
would be adultery for her to marry another befcre 
her firſt huſband was dead ; from whence he ſheus 
that we cannot be married to Chriſt until the law is 
dead to us, and we to that ; and in explaining his 
meaning he is very careful to ſecure the honor of 
the law, that it is Soly, /u/} and good ;, but when a 

lurety | 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts, 27 


ſurety has fully anſwered for a debt or crime, 
that ation is dead to the debtor or criminal, fo 
| that a juſt law cannot hurt him for it, any more 
| than the dead can hurt the hving z hence this death 
| or diffolutioa of the marriage tie between us afld 
the law, is by the body of Chrift, His bearing our 
fins in his own body on the tree, took away the 
power of the law to condemn. us, and a view' of 
our fins, and of him who atoned for them, turas 
the heart from ſin and from ſecking life by our do- 
ings, to truſt in and unite our hearts with Him who 
is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth 
fruit ynto God : Our life is till ro be direQted by 
the ſame law of love to God and man, only it 18 
changed into other hands, we are ander law to 


Chriſt our new huſhand. And it is- well known 


vpon her huſband for all her debts, and that ſhe is 
to luok to him for all ſhe wants, and to be under 
his government”: So here we are to ſerve him in 
newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the 
letter, 


The oldneſs of the letter promiſes life upon” do- 
ing, but gives no ſtrength to do ; the newneſs. of 
the ſpirit ſays, as thy days is thy ſtrength ſhall be ; 
come boldly to the throne of grace for help in time 


couragement to come only upon our doing, and 
ſets a flaming ſword in the way of the guilty z but 
| the newnelſs of the ſpirit direAs us to take all our 
encouragement tocome, from the merits, com 
imterceſſion and promiſe of our huſband, who has 
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that when a woman 18 married the law - muſt come ,#: 


of need. The oldneſs of the letter gives no _ ett ,_| + © 
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ty, and to cleanſe the filthy. Heb. 4. 14-16 
1 John 1. 9. The oldoels of the letter ſuſpends 
our hope doubifully upon our obedience ; the new- 
neſs of the ſpirit fixes it as an anchor ſure and fled- 


faft upon what is within the vail. Heb.6.19.. Upon 


the whole, that teaching which enjoins duty upon 
us as the condition of our obtaining favor of God, 
be that duty called repentance, faith, or whatever 
it may, is legality z that which would abate the law 
to bring it down to our ability is | injuſtice. z that 
which trends to releaſe us from our obligation, till al- 
mighty grace appears for our. deliverance, is-licen- 
tiouſneſs ; but that teaching which opens the holy 
nature and authority of God's law over. us, ſhewing 
how we are all condemned thereby, and then the 
help there is freely proclaimed to every one in 

eſus Chrilt, and the fullneſs there is 10 him to en- 
able the believer to perfet holineſs in the fear. of 
God, is evangelical ; therefore let each ſoul take 


heed what he hears. 


"The copiouſneſs of this ſubjef has carried me {o 
far, that I muſt haſten to a cloſes with a ſhore Ad- 


Crels. 


Fiſt, To you, my Brother, who art this day to 
fake the ſolemn Charge” of this flock, The fatis- 
faftion we have gained of your being qualified in a 

ood meaſure, and called of God into this work, 

gives ſenſible pleaſure, and I can heartily bid you 

welcome into theſe labours of Chriſt's vineyard, and 

hope we may be mutual helpers to each other, 1 

doubt not but the charge of ſouls has ſometimes ap- 

peared to you an _inſupportable. weight ; it ” lap 
| ee 
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deed too heavy for men or angels to. go. throt 
of themſelves z but ever remember, that the 5 


verament of Zion is upon Chriſt's ſhoulders, ih: i: 
you are to be ſtrong in the grace that is in bim. i 


have endeavoured, as 1 have been'enabled, 
to:lay before you the true nature of preaching x 
goſpel, and may you be enabled to be faithfel. 


therein uato the death, and receive a crown of. bs. 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord |! big 


Secondly, To this dear Church of Chrift, 
thren, we rejoice with you this day, to ſee thinys fp 
comfortably ſettled among you after your ſore; | 
and that you are like to enjoy the ſtated min 
tions of the divine word and ordinances aggin .; 
Theſe are favors greatly to be prized and ttanks>: 
fully to be improved ; though I hope you, [1 
never forget the ſenſible experience you have” 


that you ought always to live with an intire de | ts 
dence on the '(great Head of the church, bot toy : 
the continuance of ' theſe means, and alſo | CE 
bleſſing on the uſe of them. f "OE 


«©. 
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And permit me my. Brethren to lay bom Bott: - 


ow | ib 


- officers and members, three points of truth, which: : 
I earneſtly requeſt you to keep always in jd 


Which are, | J ; 


1. That a viſible chureh-ftate with it's orde 
. "ah 


government, is- not. an invention of men, by 
appointment of God. Therefore, 


2. That thoſe who rightly Join therein, | Joi{. 
themſelves to Him, who is both able and faith Ut 
carry them through all that he calls them to ” 
lufter 3 1m his cauſe. Hence, 
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of the uncertainty of their continuance z ary © & | 
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2. There can never" be any juſt excuſe for one 
_— to deſert this cauſe while HE remain what 
HE is. | 


Theſe are ſuch felf-evident truths that it might 
feem an affront to your underſtandings to ſtand long 
to prove them, yet through our darkneſs they are 
ſo often forgotten, and that forgetfulneſs is pro- 
duttive of ſo many miſchiefs, that I preſume you 
will not deem it unſcaſonable thus to ſtir up your 
pure miads by way of remembrance, A due re- 
gard to theſe points would prevent what has often 
happened, of perſans joining with a church in its 
proſperity, and delerting it in adverſity, being fond 
of comfort, but backward to do their duty. And 
a juſt view of theſe truths would prevent perſons 
Joining to the church whea they do not to the Lord. 
We read when Ananias and his wife were ſtruck 
dead for their deceit, that of the reſt durſt no man 
Join himſelf zo them 3 but believers were the mere 
added to the Lord, Aﬀts 5.13, 14. Viewing things 
in this hght would keep people from truſting their 
religion to their miniſter, without ſecing with their 
own eyes, on the one hand ; or on the other, riſing 
in reſentment againſt them becauſe they will not 
do for gods. Paul ſays, we have this treafure in 
earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and-not of "us ; and who was ever 
ſo ſtupid as to think a veſfel could feed them with- 
out new ſupplies, or. to quarrel with it becauſe they 
found ur empty z would they not rather carry it to 
the ſtore that it might be filled again ? Well, my 
Brethren, if you will do ſo with your miniſters, it 
will leatn you the true difference, berween having 

4 


- . hd 2 
: £ > 
— =  % wu L 


and diſtinguiſhed from Legaliſts. - By ; 


x man's perſon in admiration becauſe of advan 
and eſteeming him highly in love for his « +* 
ſake. Again, if we are truly joined to the I bt :S 
we have a friend at hand to open our griefs to, and 
to roll our burdens upon, which may keep us zo: 
the error of many, who being burdened with 3 et 
brother, whiſper it to this, that and the other; * it. 
ſteal of "_ according to divine rule with 7 ini.” 
Prov. 25. 9g. Matt. 18. 15—17. If wevi vet 
Him who walks 1 in the midſt of his i keep wr bla 
eyes like a flame of fire, how would it keep us | 
complaining of our brethren, without being "thy yy 
ful to them ? Since he has given clear dire#icn 
therein, how churches are to be faithful to 8 & 
members, and members to churches, that Tate 
ſtrayed, ſo as either to recover them, or to le it 
our ſelves of them, if they will not be reformxe:: 
In ſhort, when | theſe truths are duly rememby;ell 
they will make miniſters faithful co their ry 
= people faithful to their miniſters, for the Wo E 
gations are mutual z and the right performancg# | 
every duty toward each other, is ſerving the Ex r 
Chriſt; and when miniſters view how they aur 
their all to Him, how gladly will they ſpend 'arf 
be ſpent in his cauſe ? And the fame view wil 
make people as glad to diſcharge their duty towates. 
their miniſters, and towards each. other,  Thiye=" 
fore, let us hold faſt the profeſſion” of our faith wet = 
out wavering (for he is faithful that promiſed) + i 
let us conſider otie atiother to provoke unto I; 
and to good works ; not forſaking the aſſembling 
of ig together, as the manner of ſome t3% 
but exhorting one another, and ſo much the me. 
as ye ſce the day approaching | A M EN. + 
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I. B's Comforts under heavy 
Tidings, with ſome Memoirs 
of Mrs. E/rzabeth Bakus. 


, The Doctrine of ſovereign Grace 


vindicated ; and alſo the Conſtancy 
and Duty of holding ' forth divine 
Sovereignty and /Man's Impotency, 
while yet we addreſs their Conſci- 
ences with*the Warnings of "I ruth, 
and Calls of the Goſpel. And his 
other ;Works. 


